How Industrial Plastic Bins Can Help Meet Regulatory Compliance 


In today's industrial environment, regulations are paramount. From food safety to hazardous material 
handling, ensuring compliance is crucial to protect workers, the environment, and your business. While 
many companies focus on large-scale equipment and procedures, a seemingly mundane element — 
industrial plastic bins — can play a significant role in achieving regulatory compliance. 


This blog explores how industrial plastic bins contribute to a compliant workspace. We'll delve into 
specific regulations, bin features that support compliance, and best practices for incorporating them into 
your operation. 


Understanding Regulatory Requirements 


The specific regulations you need to adhere to will depend on your industry and the materials you handle. 
However, some common regulations that heavy duty plastic bins can help address include: 


Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA): The FSMA sets forth science-based standards for ensuring the 
safety of the food supply. This includes regulations on preventing contamination, and plastic bins can play 
a part by facilitating proper storage and handling of food ingredients and finished products. 


Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA): OSHA has regulations for various workplace 
hazards, including the safe handling of chemicals and hazardous materials. Specific standards might 
require using designated containers for specific materials, which is where properly labeled plastic bins 
come in. 


Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): The EPA regulates the storage, transportation, and disposal 
of hazardous waste. Specific regulations outline container requirements for these materials, and some 
plastic bins may be certified to meet these standards. 


Beyond these broad regulations, industry-specific requirements might exist. For example, the 
pharmaceutical industry may have additional regulations regarding tamper-evident closures on bins 
containing sensitive materials. 


By understanding the regulations that apply to your business, you can choose the right indusirial plastic 
bins to support compliance. 


Features of Compliant Industrial Plastic Bins 
Several features of industrial plastic bins make them valuable tools for regulatory compliance: 


Material Compatibility: Certain materials require specific storage containers to prevent degradation or 
contamination. Look for bins made from high-density polyethylene (HDPE) or polypropylene (PP) for their 
chemical resistance and durability. 


Stackability and Stability: Secure stacking allows for efficient storage and space optimization, reducing 
the risk of spills and accidents. Choose bins with interlocking lids or secure stacking lugs to ensure 
stability. 


Lids and Closures: Tight-fitting lids prevent leaks, spills, and contamination. Some regulations might 
require tamper-evident closures to ensure product integrity. 


Labeling: Clear and durable labeling is crucial for identifying contents and following proper handling 
procedures. Choose bins with designated labeling areas or opt for pre-labeled bins for specific materials. 


Color Coding: Implementing a color-coding system can simplify material identification and segregation, 
promoting proper handling as mandated by some regulations. 


Additionally, consider features like: 


Washability and Sanitization: Easy cleaning is essential for preventing cross-contamination, particularly 
in food and pharmaceutical industries. Choose bins made from materials that can withstand frequent 
cleaning and sanitizing procedures. 


Temperature Resistance: Some regulations might require containers that can withstand specific 
temperature ranges. Choose bins with appropriate temperature ratings for the materials they will hold. 


Durability: Opt for robust bins built to withstand the physical demands of industrial environments. Look 
for features like reinforced handles and impact-resistant walls. 


Best Practices for Using Plastic Bins for Compliance 


Conduct a Compliance Assessment: Analyze the regulations applicable to your business and identify 
areas where industrial plastic bins can contribute to compliance. 


Choose the Right Bins: Select bins based on material compatibility, capacity needs, and regulatory 
requirements. Consider features like lids, closures, and labeling options. 


Implement a Color-Coding System: Develop a system for color-coding bins to readily identify different 
material types and facilitate proper segregation. 


Train Employees: Educate workers on the regulations and the role of industrial plastic bins in achieving 
compliance. Train them on proper bin selection, labeling, and handling procedures. 


Maintain and Inspect Bins: Regularly inspect bins for damage, cracks, or malfunctioning lids. Replace or 
repair damaged bins promptly to maintain their effectiveness. 
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